
 

Volume 2, Issue 1 ~Winter 2012 Edition~ 

A Message from the Ambassador 
 

Firstly New Year greetings to one and all; 

 
Ireland faces into further strong headwinds in 2012 as the Eurozone crisis continues to make 
headlines throughout the world. The gradual improvement in Irelandôs economic position 
which took place in 2011 will have to contend with problems in the European economies 

especially in the early part of 2012. However we are in a better position than this time last year 
in terms of economic growth, balance of payments and the budget deficit but nobody should 
underestimate the task which still faces the country. However, we should also not  
underestimate the effort that has been required to bring us back into a more favourable 
position, as our international standing has undoubtedly improved. This is evidenced by the 
successful return of Ireland into the international bond markets.  
 

Immigration issues will continue to play a big part in Irish community activities here and we 
have seen positive developments on that front. The new Irish Canadian Immigration Centre 
has just opened its doors in Toronto and appointed a new Executive Director in Cathy 
Murphy. I know Cathy will do an excellent job. It should be emphasised that the Centre is a 
national one, not just for Ontario. The Canadian Government further increased the Irish quota 
in its International Experience Canada working holiday programme for 2012 to 5,350 and 
applications can now be made to the Canadian authorities. 

 
I also want to commend those people throughout Canada, including those involved in the 
ñMoving2Vancouverò project, who have undertaken personal initiatives to welcome the  
newcomers and assist them with finding suitable employment. 
 
The Irish Womenôs Network has been extended from the original Vancouver base to Ottawa 
where a new Ontario branch has been formed, mainly thanks to the work of Linda Fitzgibbon.  
I wish the new group every success and know how successful the Vancouver Network has 

been. 
 
We will be heading into the St Patrickôs period soon.  I know there are literally thousands of 
people meeting throughout the country planning local festivities. I wish them all every 
success. I also want to flag that important commemorations will be coming up in the next few 
years. One hundred years ago was a traumatic time in Irish history and this year will see the 
centenary of the Ulster Covenant, next year the 1913 lockout, in 1914 the commencement of 

World War One and the British Parliament passing the Home Rule Bill for Ireland ï all epoch 
changing events.  These commemorations will present challenges but also opportunities to 
learn more about this important era in Irish history. 
 
The Newsletter continues to grow in popularity and hopefully we will be able to retain your 
interest with a slightly eclectic mix of news, features and information. Full marks are due to 
Sarah Thorenton for editing and putting so much work into it. 
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Canadian Finance 

Minister Jim Flaherty 

addresses the Ireland-

Canada Chamber of 

Commerce at 

Ambassadorôs Residence 
 

On Monday December 5
th
, Finance Minister Jim 

Flaherty addressed the Ireland-Canada Chamber of 

Commerce Ottawa Chapter (ICCCOTT) during a 

reception held at the Ambassadorôs Residence. 

The Minister insisted that the eurozone focus on 

recapitalizing its troubled banks, and do so by 

"primarily" using the region's financial 

wherewithal, "the bank recapitalization would help 

prevent contagion from those countries that are 

heavily indebted, and whose banking systems have 

been under attack," He added that highly-indebted 

euro-zone countries must begin to implement their 

austerity programs. "No one likes the bitter 

medicine, but it has to be done.ò Mr. Flaherty cited 

moves by the Irish government as a model for 

other euro-zone countries, such as Spain and Italy. 
(Source: By Paul Vieira DOW JONES NEWSWIRES) 

 

ECONOMICS CORNER 
- 

Budget December 6
th

 2011 
 

ñThe task of this Government is to regain control over 

Irelandôs fiscal and economic policies, to grow the 

economy again and to get people back to work. Those 

that have lost their jobs and young people who cannot get 

jobs have suffered most. The primary purpose of this 

budget is to support the creation of jobs in the short term, 

the medium term and the long termò 

 

ñBudget 2012é amounts to a 3.8bn of the required 

adjustment (over 30% of the required adjustment by 

2015) and will see our deficit to GDP ratio reduce to 

8.6% in line with commitments. The package includes tax 

and spending measures which will involve fiscal 

consolidation worth almost 2.4% of GDP next year. 

Taking account of Budget 2012, Ireland has implemented 

tough austerity measures equivalent to around 15½% of 

GDP since 2008.ò 

 

ñThe adoption of the budget by a large parliamentary 

majority demonstrated the new Governmentôs strong 

political mandate to restore order to our public finances. 

It showed we continue to honour the commitments made 

to our funding partners in the European Union and the 

IMF and it sent out a strong message to the financial 

markets that we are determined to stick to the plan.ò 

 

ï Irish Finance Minister Michael Noonan   

 

The Irish Economy January 

2012 

The most recent monthly economic bulletin 

produced by the  

Department of Finance in Dublin  

can be found on their website here: 

http://www.finance.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?DocID=

7116&CatID=2&StartDate=1+January+2012 

 

 

Transcripts of the budget may be found on the Houses of the 
Oireachtas website: 

http://debates.oireachtas.ie/dail/2011/12/06/00010.asp 

Full statements regarding the budget by the Minister in London 
at a Bloomberg breakfast event may be found on the website of 

the Department of Finance: 

http://www.finance.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?DocID=7103&CatID=7

9&StartDate=1+January+2012 

 

Ambassador Bassett and ICCCOTT Board members with Hon. Jim Flaherty 

http://www.finance.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?DocID=7116&CatID=2&StartDate=1+January+2012
http://www.finance.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?DocID=7116&CatID=2&StartDate=1+January+2012
http://debates.oireachtas.ie/dail/2011/12/06/00010.asp
http://www.finance.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?DocID=7103&CatID=79&StartDate=1+January+2012
http://www.finance.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?DocID=7103&CatID=79&StartDate=1+January+2012
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Troika: Ireland continues to 

meet targets but faces 

challenges ahead 
Staff teams from the European Commission (EC), European 
Central Bank (ECB), and International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
visited Dublin during January 10-19 for the regular quarterly 
review of the governmentôs economic programme. The 
teamsô assessment is that the programme is on track but 
challenges remain and continued steadfast policy 
implementation will be key.  

 
According to the review: 

-Programme implementation remains strong 
-The substantial fiscal consolidation targeted for 2011 has 
been achieved with a margin 
-Major progress in strengthening and downsizing the banking 
system was made in 2011 

-Steps to support growth and job creation are being put in 
place 
-Looking ahead, nonetheless, Ireland continues to face 
considerable challenges 
 

 

 
Full statements by the EC, ECB, and IMF may be found on the website of 

the European Commission: 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/12/21&f

ormat=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good news on the export 

front: Irelandôs food & 

drink exports increase by 

12% to ú8.85 billion 
 
According to new figures released in January by Bord 
Bia, the value of Irish food and drink exports increased 
by 12%, or ú1 billion, in 2011 to reach an all-time high 
of ú8.85 billion. For the first nine months of the year, 

food and drink exports increased at three times the rate 
of total merchandise exports. As a result the sector 
accounted for 25% of the rise in total export revenue. 
Over the last two years, the value of Irish food and drink 
exports has increased by ú1.8 billion or 25%. 
 
Commenting on the figures, Michael Carey, Chairman 

of Bord Bia stated: ñThis is an excellent achievement 
and the industry is to be commended for its strong 
export performance, which affirms its positioning at the 
heart of the Irish economy. Global market conditions, 
reflected in strong commodity prices, remain favourable 
and exporters are voicing continued optimism about 
their business prospects for the year ahead.  The 

industry is well on track to deliver on the ambitious 
targets of Food Harvest 2020.ò  
 
Over 300 international and 100 domestic food and 
beverage buyers are expected to attend Bord Biaôs 
Marketplace International 2012 which will take place in 
the Convention Centre, Dublin on February 7th. The 
buyers, which include representatives from retail; 

foodservice; convenience; on-line; wholesale; catering; 
distribution and manufacturing channels, will have the 
opportunity to meet with over 175 Irish branded and 
private label suppliers during 4,500 pre-scheduled 
meetings taking place throughout the day. Bord Bia is 
aiming to secure ú15 million in new business from the 
one day event. 
 
 

A full press release with further information may be found here: 

http://www.bordbia.ie/eventsnews/press/pages/IndustryConfidentasF

oodDrinkExportsReachRecordLevels.aspx 

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/12/21&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/12/21&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.bordbia.ie/eventsnews/press/pages/IndustryConfidentasFoodDrinkExportsReachRecordLevels.aspx
http://www.bordbia.ie/eventsnews/press/pages/IndustryConfidentasFoodDrinkExportsReachRecordLevels.aspx


 

FEATURED- Film 

European Union Film Festival 
Celebrating its 26th year, the festival is an annual showcase of 

the best of contemporary cinema produced in the European 
Union and is presented in collaboration with the Canadian Film 
Institute, the European Union member states, and the 
Delegation of the European Commission to Canada.  

This year, the Embassy was pleased to introduce director Ian 
Powerôs debut film ñThe Runwayò. The audience filled the 
Library and Archives auditorium in Ottawa and was delighted 
by the lighthearted film which is based on the true story of a 

South American Pilot (played by Mexican actor Demian Bichir 
who is currently nominated for an Academy Award for the film 
ñA Better Lifeò) who crash lands in a small village in County 
Cork in 1983.   
In an interview with the Irish Film and Television Network 
(IFTN) (http://iftn.ie/), Ian reveals that he wrote the film in 
2007 when Ireland was at the height of the Celtic Tiger.  At the 

time, he remembers the distinct feeling that Ireland had lost 
something, ñwe were missing something about who we really 
are. This story seemed to capture the essence of who we really 
are and how great we can be. We are great underdogs. We can 
do extraordinary things when we seem to be most up against it." 
Authenticity was key for Ian, and this is reflected in the use of 
local accents and vernacular as well as the emphasis he placed 

on casting lead children who understood their characters and 
who wouldnôt have to orchestrate a performance.   
In the interview, Ian mentions that he believes a change is afoot 
with younger Irish directors wishing to shake up the Irish film 
scene as they appear to be attempting to make more feel-good 
upbeat movies. 
'The Runway' is already winning over audiences having won 
Best Irish Feature at the Galway Film Fleadh 2010.   

 

Irish films have received much international attention in 
recent years with films winning almost every major 
international award such as the Academy Awards (Best 
Song for Once) the Palm D'Or at Cannes (The Wind That 
Shakes The Barley), the Golden Bear in Berlin (Bloody 

Sunday) and the Golden Lion in Venice (The Magdalene 
Sisters). Over the past 20 years Ireland has played host to a 
number of very successful international productions such 
as Braveheart, Saving Private Ryan, Michael Collins and 
more recently Harry Potter, PS I Love You, Becoming 
Jane and Leap Year.  The images of Ireland portrayed in 
these films are screened all over the world and are a huge 

contributing factor to tourists visiting Ireland.  
(http://www.irishfilmboard.ie). The following are a 
selection of festivals and projects which exemplify the 
Irish-Canadian relationship.  Coverage will continue in 

our next edition. 

 

 

A Relationship 
On Film  (Part A) 
PartAAAaaAaAa
a 

 

Canada-Ireland Co-Production 
Treaty 

In 1989, the Government of Ireland signed a Co-Production treaty 

with the Government of Canada. The treaty is designed for co-

productions of film and television productions that include drama, 

animation and documentary. Over 25 projects, particularly in the last 

5-8 years, have come together in both feature film and tv. These 

include big budget productions like the Tudors, the Borgias and 

Camelot. For more information visit the Irish Film Board website:  

http://www.irishfilmboard.ie/financing_your_film/Canada/11 

 

 

http://iftn.ie/
http://www.irishfilmboard.ie/
http://www.irishfilmboard.ie/financing_your_film/Canada/11


 

FEATURED-Film 

COLLECTING IRISH FILMS  
In order to further support Irish films and filmmakers, TIRFF 

provides a consolidated online venue for finding both recent 

and classic Irish titles, from the Oscar winning Once, Ryanôs 

Daughter and In The Name of the Father to the hard-to-find 

including, The Most Fertile Man In Ireland and Breakfast On 

Pluto. The online venue currently contains over 400 titles.  

 

 

 

 

Belfast born Executive Director Michael Barry 
moved to Toronto nearly 20 years ago. The cityôs 

lively cultural scene was the perfect venue for this 
film enthusiastôs creative energy. Having attended 
most of the many film festivals in Toronto, Michael 
noticed there were none dedicated to Irish film. By 
combining Irish pride with his love of film, Michael, 
along with John Galway, founded the Toronto Irish 
Film Festival (TIRFF) in April 2009. Underlying the 

move was a desire to show people that even in hard 
economic times Ireland has maintained a strong 
tradition of storytelling. 
 
In March 2011, the inaugural year of TIRFF was 

held at TIFF Bell Lightbox.The programme 

featured the critically acclaimed documentary 

His and Hers, as well as the Oscar nominated 

films The Secret of the Kells, Granny 

OôGrimmôs Sleeping Beauty and Give Up Yer 

Aul Sins. In September 2011, TIRFF partnered 

with the Toronto International Film Festival, 

North Americaôs largest film festival, to 

promote the Irish programming that was 

selected, including the world premiere of the U2 

documentary, From The Sky Down. 

 

With over 500,000 people in the Greater 

Toronto Area who claim Irish heritage, and new 

additions arriving all the time, support for, and 

cultural relevance of the festival continue to 

grow. TIRFF provides a way for the community 

to stay connected with modern Irish culture, as 

well as bringing the best of Irelandôs creative 

output to a loyal film audience. The Festival 

honours established Irish filmmakers as well as 

providing a platform for new and emerging 

talent to showcase their work on an international 

stage. In addition, and in keeping with the 

festivalôs mandate, screenings will include the 

work of Canadian-based Irish filmmakers. 
Funding support for the festival has been provided by the 

Government of Ireland via the Culture Ireland Fund, Tourism 
Ireland, TIFF Bell Lightbox and the Quinn family. 

 

The second edition of TIRFF occurs on March 9th & 10th 

at the prestigious TIFF Bell Lightbox. 2012 promises to be 

a great year ï the international call for submissions in the 

4th quarter of 2011 garnered an impressive response from 

Irish filmmakers from all over the world.  
 

TIRFF recently announced a new Board of Directors. Joining John 

Galway and Michael Barry, the new Board is comprised of Brendan 

Maher (National Industry Leader - Technology, Media & 

Telecommunications, KPMG), Alan Gregg (Director, Original 

Content, TELETOON), Matthew Cotter (Finance Manager, eONE 

Films), Sandra McEoghain (President, Irish Association of Toronto), 

and Hugo Straney (Irish Community Radio Personality & 

Entertainer). The Board brings together Irish ex-pats, from both 

North and South of the border, with a broad range of experience from 

a variety of industry sectors. 
 

http://torontoirishfilmfest.com/ 

Ambassador Bassett addresses the crowd at the inaugural TIRFF 

http://torontoirishfilmfest.com/
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ñKanata: An Irish 

Storyò by author and 

filmmaker Eleanor 

McGrath  
http://www.kanatamovie.com/ 

 
This film project provides a unique insight into 
the Irish in Canada from the viewpoints of recent 
immigrants and those who are descendants of the 
fever ships. Ms. McGrath who is also the co-
author of the successful ñA Story to be Toldò 
(http://www.astorytobetold.ca/aboutus.html), 

interviewed many participants for the film 
project including The Right Honourable John 
Turner, the Canadian Ambassador to Ireland 
Loyola Hearn, as well as many Irish immigrants 
from the community. The film aired on RTE1 in 
Ireland on December 12th.  Outstanding 
viewership numbers resulted, demonstrating the 

great interest in Canada and the Irish- Canadian 
story.  An article in the Irish Independent 
discussing the film also produced an 
overwhelming response.   
 
 

 

Stone Foundation Productions 
Montreal-born filmmaker Guinness Rider insists that the human 
experience born out of the Irish experience in Montreal is rich 
and relatively untapped, as far as cinema goes. Seeing the 
importance of capturing the essence of these stories, Mr. Rider, 
along with writer Tom Bauer, created Stone Foundation 
Productions.  Under this banner, and with a common theme or 
foundation in the Irish-Canadian story, they are developing 

several fiction projects including 2 shorts which are currently in 
pre-production. These fiction projects are currently based around 
Eastern Canada, particularly the history of Quebec and 
Montreal. The pair hope to expand the scope even further 
through documentaries and feature films.  
ñStorytellerò will be the first project under Stone Foundation 
Productions. The idea behind the project is poignantly described 

by Mr. Bauer:  
 
ñThe magic of the past is all around us, moldering in the ruins 

of old neighborhoods. Before those sites of memory are 

completely gone, it is important to re-visit them and see what 

can be gleaned. When we ignore history, we ignore people. 

When we ignore the places where people lived, we ignore the 

contributions those people made and the fact that our lives are 

built upon their experiences. When we build over the past 

without awareness, we forget, and our lives are not as rich as 

could be.ò 

 
Projects will incorporate many Irish cultural elements including 
original music scores, design work, dance, sport and language.  
Those interested in forging a new voice of the Irish experience 

are invited to participate in 'Storyteller'. More information 
regarding the ñStorytellerò project can be found here: 
http://guinnesstoryteller.wordpress.com/ 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJdrNRwBKg8  
Or by contacting Guinness Rider at: 
guinness.storyteller@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.kanatamovie.com/
http://www.astorytobetold.ca/aboutus.html
http://guinnesstoryteller.wordpress.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJdrNRwBKg8
mailto:guinness.storyteller@gmail.com
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"When the position of Ireland's language as her 

greatest heritage is once fixed, all other matters will 

insensibly adjust themselves. As it develops, and 

because it develops, it will carry all kindred 

movements with it. When Ireland's language is 

established, her own distinct culture is assured. To 

preserve and spread the language, then, is the single 

idea of the Gaelic League."  Pádraig Pearse  

 

 

The Irish Language 
The Irish language is the language of the community in 
Gaeltacht regions but is also expanding in popularity in places 

outside the Gaeltacht. According to the Census of 2006, 1.66 
million people in the Republic of Ireland can speak Irish and 
10.4 per cent of the people in Northern Ireland claim to have 
some knowledge of Irish.  
(http://www.udaras.ie/index.php/4939) 
 
Much has changed over the past years and according to Údarás 

na Gaeltachta, the regional authority in Ireland responsible for 
the economic, social and cultural development of the 
Gaeltacht, Irish can now be found in more than 4,500 books, 
on television, on radio, in newspapers, magazines, and on the 
Internet. The image of the Irish language has also changed in 
recent years, which is evident by the number of people who 
speak and learn the language, not only in Ireland but around 
the world. 

 
 
 

 

An Gaeltacht 
The term óGaeltachtô is used to denote those areas in 

Ireland where the Irish language is the communal 

language of the local population.  The Gaeltacht covers 

extensive parts of counties Donegal, Mayo, Galway and 

Kerry ï all along the western seaboard ï and also parts of 

counties Cork, Meath and Waterford..   

The total population of the Gaeltacht is 90,000 (Census 

2006). About 12,000 of this population reside within the 

expanding suburbs of Galway City (www.udaras.ie) 

 
 
 
 

 

Irish Language: Government of 

Ireland departments: 
An Roinn Oideachais agus Scileanna óDepartment of 

Education and Skillsô: 
http://www.education.ie 
Minister for Education and Skills: Ruairí Quinn, TD 
Minister for Training and Skills: Ciarán Cannon, TD 

Minister for Research and Innovation: Seán Sherlock, TD 

An Roinn Ealaíon, Oidhreachta, agus Gaeltachta 
óDepartment of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht: 
http://www.pobail.ie/en/ 
Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht:  Jimmy 
Deenihan T.D.  

Minister of State with responsibility for Gaeltacht and the 

Islands: Mr. Dinny McGinley T.D. 

For engagement abroad:  

An Roinn Gnóthaí Eachtracha agus Trádála 

óDepartment of Foreign Affairs and Tradeô 
http://www.dfa.ie/home/index.aspx 
Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs & Trade Eamon 

Gilmore T.D. 

Minister of State Lucinda Creighton T.D. 
Minister of State Joe Costello T.D. 

 

Irish and the European Union 
European Charter for Regional or Minority 

Languages: 

The European Union offers official support to the minority languages 

within its borders.  This charter was adopted by both the Irish and 

British governments and obliges each government to support, among 

other things, the minority languages found in the island of Ireland. 

These are Irish and Ulster Scots. For the Irish language there is a 

corresponding institution called Foras na Gaeilge. (lit. óThe Irish 

foundationô). Founded in December 1999, Foras na Gaeilge is the 

national body responsible for the promotion of the Irish language 

throughout the whole island of Ireland. This entails facilitating and 

encouraging the speaking and writing of Irish in the public and private 

arena in the Republic of Ireland, and in Northern Ireland where there is 

appropriate demand (source: www.gaeilge.ie). 

 

On 1 January 2007 the Irish language attained its 

long sought after status as an official language of the 

European Union.  
 

 

 

Gaeltacht areas map 

courtesy of Údarás na 

Gaeltachta 

http://www.udaras.ie/index.php/4939
http://www.udaras.ie/
http://www.education.ie/
http://www.pobail.ie/en/
http://www.dfa.ie/home/index.aspx
http://www.gaeilge.ie/


FEATURED-Language 
 

Irish in Canada 
Funding for the Irish Language 
Since 2006 the Department of Arts, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht in Ireland has provided funding to support the 
development of Irish language courses in third level 
institutions overseas. Since 2009 funding in the amount of 
ú413,000 has been provided to the Ireland Canada 

University Foundation (http://www.icuf.ie/) to enable them 
to provide Irish language teaching assistantships and 
visiting professorships in a number of Canadian 
universities, as well as awards to Canadian students to study 
Irish in Ireland. In addition to this, the Department of 
Foreign Affairs in Dublin has provided funding through the 
Emigrant Support Programme to Glór na nGael and it's 

Global Gaeilge initiative. 
 

Irish Language Conference 

Held in Ottawa 
 

In October 2011, the Official Languages and Bilingualism 
Institute at the University of Ottawa hosted a conference 
on the 'Research and Teaching of the Irish Language in 
North America: The Next 20 Years'.   The two-day 
conference included sessions on 'bilingualism, technology 
and pedagogy, research and writing in Irish in North 
America, and cooperation: institutions of higher learning 

and the Irish-speaking community. The Ambassador 
addressed the conference and later held a reception at the 
residence: 
 
ñTá an-mheas agam ar na múinteoirí agus na daltaí a 

bhfuil tionchar ár dteanga á leathnú acu i measc cultúir 

uile i Meiriceá Thuaidhò 

 

ñI have great respect for the teachers and pupils who are 

widening the impact of our language in North Americaò 

   

The conference worked to explore the long-term vision for 
Irish in North America - one that aligns with, and 
supports, the 20-Year Strategy approved by the Irish 
government last year. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Increase Irish speakers: 
83,000 - 250,000 by 2030 
20 Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030  
Background 

The 20-Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030 

was published on 21 December 2010, following cross-

party support in the Houses of the Oireachtas. 

The Programme for Government 2011-2016 states that the 

Government will support the 20-Year Strategy and will 

deliver the achievable goals proposed therein. 

Objectives 

Å increase the number of people who speak Irish on a daily 

basis outside the education system from 83,000 to 

250,000; 

Å increase by 25% the number of people who speak Irish 

on a daily basis in the Gaeltacht; and  

Å increase the number of people who use State services 
through Irish and who can access television, radio and 

print media through the language. 

(http://www.pobail.ie/en/20YearStrategyfortheIrishLangua

ge/) 

 

 

Residence reception: Ambassador Bassett with Rosemary OôBrien of the National 

Irish Canadian Cultural Centre  and Brian Ó Conchubhair, Associate Professor in the 
Department of Irish Language & Literature at the University of Notre Dame 

 

 

ñIt is also an objective of the Irish Government to support 

the promotion and teaching of Irish abroadéparticular 

emphasis has been placed on supporting the teaching of 
Irish in third -level colleges in a range of different 

countriesòhttp://www.pobail.ie/en/20YearStrategyfortheIrishLanguage/ 

 

 

Ambassador Bassett with Sheila Scott, Assistant Director, Language 

Professor, Official Languages and Bilingualism Institute, University 
of Ottawa 

 

http://www.icuf.ie/
http://www.pobail.ie/en/20YearStrategyfortheIrishLanguage/
http://www.pobail.ie/en/20YearStrategyfortheIrishLanguage/
http://www.pobail.ie/en/20YearStrategyfortheIrishLanguage/


FEATURED 
 

The first and only officially sanctioned Gaeltacht (or 
'designated Irish speaking area') to exist outside of 

Ireland is located in the town of Tamworth, Ontario, 

along the Salmon River.  Propelled by the efforts of 

many, notably Aralt Mac Ghiolla Chiannaigh and Sheila 
Scott, the Gaeltacht project offers Irish language 
immersion classes (both on site and in Erinsville). Last 
summer, the first Oireachtas na Gaeilge festival outside 

of Ireland was officially opened at the site by the 
Embassyôs Deputy Head of Mission, Hilary Reilly. 
Competitions in sean-nós singing and dancing, in 
literature, conversation and poetry as well as Irish music 
took place throughout the day.  Oireachtas na Gaeilge is 
the major festival of Irish culture celebrated through the 
Irish language which takes place in Ireland each year, 

and is attended by tens of thousands of people.  
 
Organizers look forward to developing the site even 
further.  
 

For further information and for the 2012 schedule 

contact: Aralt Mac Giolla Chainingh (Kenny-

h@rmc.ca)   
 

First North Amer ican 

Gaeltacht: Gaeltacht Bhuan 

Mheiriceá Thuaidh, 
Erinsville, Tamworth, Ontario  

 

 

 

 

Photo credit: Robin Harvey/R L Harvey Enterprises 

Visiting the North American 

Gaeltacht 

by Sarah Thorenton  

 

 

http://youtu.be/Cn-gUrZR19I  

 

 

mailto:Kenny-h@rmc.ca
mailto:Kenny-h@rmc.ca
http://youtu.be/Cn-gUrZR19I
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The Residence 

 

While Ambassador Bassett has had many opportunities to 
explore Irish and Canadian connections across the country, 
his official Residence, located in Ottawa, has also played a 
key role in developing these connections and providing 
support to the community.  

 
Originally designed by Ottawa architect H. Gordon Hughes in 
the 1930ôs, the Residence is located in the heart of beautiful 
Rockcliffe Park.  Almost all of the interior design elements 
are from Ireland.   Artwork depicting the strong relationship 
between Canada and Ireland lines the walls and the collection 
of books which fill the shelves do their best to tell the story.   
Ambassador Bassett insists that opening up the home has 

helped to develop a greater sense of community.   While most 
events held at the Residence are organised by the Embassy 
for community, political, trade and cultural events, the 
Residence has also been used on a number of occasions by 
Irish groups and local charities. This has helped promote the 
Embassy as a good corporate citizen of Ottawa.  
 

Several events in particular over the recent months have 
highlighted the great respect and admiration Ireland continues 
to receive from the broader Canadian community.  In 
October, the Irish Society held a fundraising event which 
brought together the Ottawa Irish community as well as local 
artists from various backgrounds.  Through their shared love 

of art, the group blended together effortlessly.   

 

Later in October, the Ambassador hosted the 

3C Foundation of Canada's "Annual Gut 

Together". The group supports children, 

youth and adults living with Crohn's disease, 

colitis and colorectal cancer. 
http://www.3cfoundation.org/ 

 The evening raised $85,000 for the cause. 

Returning as honorary patron was real estate 

agent Colleen McBride-OôBrien, wife of 

former mayor Larry OôBrien. The event was 

also used as a promotion of Jameson 

Whiskey, courtesy of Pat Kelly and the Heart 

and Crown group of pubs. 

 

 

 

Ambassador Bassett and 

Colleen McBride-OôBrien 

Photo: GioVanni 

http://www.3cfoundation.org/
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At the beginning of November, the Residence 

was featured on the prestigious Homes for the 

Holidays tour, which is the largest annual 

fund raising event for The Hospice at May 

Court. The Hospice at May Court is a 

charitable organization which provides end-

of-life and palliative care to over 600 

individuals a year, at no charge. 
http://www.hospicemaycourt.com/ 

Approximately 2500 guests visited the 

Residence. The tour raised close to $150,000. 

Bloomfields Flowers provided beautiful 

accents which made the Irish fixtures shine 

even more brightly.    

 

 

 

 

The basement has also on many occasions 

been opened up to accommodate events such 

as presentations by Canadian and Irish 

officials, or by various groups and 

organisations. Blessed with enviable 

acoustics, it has also been treated to many 

performances for the community by visiting 

or local musicians.    

Every March, this venue is used to support 

the Ottawa Rose of Tralee selections.  As the 

Rose, who is of Irish ancestry, is chosen to 

act as an Ambassador for her city in Ireland 

at the Rose of Tralee International Festival, 

the Residence provides a perfect starting 

point for the selected candidate, as it 

encourages her to reflect on, and take pride 

in the deep relationship between Canada 

and Ireland.     

In the theme of cultivating an appreciation 

of Ireland among the wider community, the 

St Patrickôs Day events at the Residence 

have showcased Irish foods provided by 

Bord Bia and the Irish Dairy Board and 

Irish beverages such as Cooley Distillery 

Whiskey. The events are attended by over 

400 people including political leaders, local 

business people as well as members of the 

Irish community.  

The Ambassador looks forward to 

supporting future events and gatherings 

which will work to foster and develop the 

Irish -Canadian relationship.   

 

 

http://www.hospicemaycourt.com/


 

FEATURED-Whales 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

Blue Whales 
The Blue Whale is the largest animal that has ever 
existed, bar none. These massive creatures dwarf even 

the dinosaurs. Its heart is about the size of a family car. 
A fully grown Blue whale can measure 30 metres in 
length and weigh 180 metric tonnes, the juggernaut of 
the ocean. These magnificent animals were hunted to 
virtual extinction. 
The North Atlantic population has slowly started to 
recover in recent times. The bulk of Atlantic Blue 

Whales appear near the Gulf of the St Laurence.  
However, in the last few years sightings have begun to 
be reported on the eastern side of the Atlantic, with the 
first positively identified one in Irish waters off the coast 
of Kerry, in September 2008.  Monitoring studies by 
Cornell University indicate that 50 Blue whales pass 
through Irish waters on a south bound migration in 

autumn and early winter but authenticated sightings 
have been rare, though increasing of late. 

Orca or Killer Whale 
There are increasing sightings of the seaôs top predator, 
especially off the south coast in particular.  Many of the 
Irish Orcas operate at the edge of the Continental shelf 

which is particularly rich in fish species.  However the 
Orcas are increasingly coming in closer to land. The off 
shore islands, especially the Blasket islands (Kerry), 
Cape Clear (Cork) and the Saltees (Wexford) are places 
where there have been sightings of Orcas. 
These creatures travel in family groups and individuals 
are recognisable by their markings.  There was some 

excitement in 2001 when a small family group of three 
took up temporary residence in the river Lee travelling 
right up into the centre of the Munster Capital.  While 
Orcas in some parts of the world feed mainly on seals, 
Irish Orcas appear to be mainly fish eaters. The Cork 
trio appeared uninterested in nearby seals but spent their 
time catching salmon and mullet. There have been 

stories of seals jumping onto fishing boats near the 
Blaskets to avoid the Orcas, but these seem isolated 
instances. There have also been suggestions that these 
whales come in towards the Irish shore hunting the large 
and docile basking sharks. 
 

 

Irelandôs Spectacular  

Sea Mammals 
 It is only in the last 20 to 30 years that Irish people have begun 

to notice, in a serious way, the wealth of wildlife that is 

swimming just off our coasts.  This is very surprising for an 

island people.  Irelandôs marine responsibilities cover an area 

of 220 million acres, mainly to the west and south of the island 

ïmaking it one of the largest in Europe. In 1991, the Irish 

Government took a very wise decision and put in place a 

whale and dolphin sanctuary in our economic zone, the first in 

Europe. Ireland has also been among the most active countries 

seeking to end all forms of whaling. The number and variety 

of whales in our waters has been steadily rising since. Whale 

watching is now a growing industry especially off the south 

west coast. Ireland is developing a growing reputation for 

whale watching and commercial companies are now bringing 

out boatloads of visitors to view these magnificent beasts. As 

with the return of the Eagles, it is extremely heartening to see 

our zoological inheritance being restored after the wanton 

destruction by previous generations. 

 

 Among the 24 species of 

whales/dolphins/porpoises 

found  

in Irish Waters are: 
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Humpbacks 
Much of the recent excitement about whale watching in 
Ireland has centred on the return of the Humpback whale 

to Irish waters. This species were also hunted to virtual 
extinction partially because it likes to spend much of the 
time on the surface and comes in very close to shore. In 
July 2010, startled walkers along Howth pier outside 
Dublin were stunned to see one of these enormous 
creatures leisurely swim just off the shore and then 
circumnavigate nearby Irelandôs Eye. 
Another gave a virtuoso aerobatic display that year off 

the Wexford coast which was captured on video.  These 
whales, which were absent for so long from Irish waters, 
are also being spotted off the coast of west Cork.  They 
are huge animals varying in length from 12 ï 16 metres 
(39 -52 feet) and weigh 79,000 lbs.  Humpbacks feed 
throughout the summer and then migrate to warmer 
waters in the Tropics in winter to give birth to their 

calves. 
 

Fin Whales 
These whales are the second largest animal that has ever 
existed. Only the Blue Whale is larger. They grow to 80 
ft in length and are seen regularly off Ireland. In recent 
years, sightings of these massive animals have increased 

greatly, especially off the county Cork coastline.  The 
large number of sightings, over long periods, appears to 
indicate a more resident population in that area that the 
normal migratory pattern Sightings off Cork have, on 
occasion, registered up to 15 individuals feeding 
together.  Fin whales are often seen along with Minke 
whales.  The blow from a Fin Whale can be spectacular 

and may be observed from long distances at sea, making 

them very vulnerable to whalers in the past. 

Minke Whales 
These whales are the most commonly spotted species in 
Irish waters. They grow to a little over 30 feet making 
them one of the smallest whales found in Irish waters 

though they may be the most plentiful. They have been 
seen off most headlands in the south of the country but 
also occur off all Irish coasts. Minke Whales regularly 
beach themselves on the Irish coast, sometimes in large 

numbers. 
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Rose of Tralee 
International Festival  

Tralee, County Kerry.  Beautifiul landscapes, welcoming charm.  Gracious host to one of Irelandõs largest 

festivals.  http://roseoftralee.ie/v5/ . In the 19 th  century,  William Mulchin ock, a wealthy merchant from Tralee, 
wrote a song about his love for his maid Mary O'Connor. The song included the lyrics, "lovely and fair as the rose 

of summer, it was not her beauty alone that won me, oh no, ôtwas the truth in her eyes ever dawningõ.ó  
Initially conceived over 50 years ago as a way to boost the local economy and regenerate the town of Tralee as well 

as to bring together young Irish women to celebrate their heritage, The Rose of Tralee Festival was created to 

reflect the essence of Mulchi nockõs song.  It has since expanded to include Centres from across the globe 
including Australia, New Zealand, the UAE, North America and Europe.  Nearly 70 Centres select a òRoseó each 

year to participate in the Festival. In keeping with the tradition of t he song, a òRoseó is chosen for her personality 
and personal accomplishments as well as for her ability to act as a role model and ambassador for h er Centre 

and for the Festival.  

Canada has maintained a presence at the Festival for many years with Centres  from across the country.  
Currently, Centres flourish in Ottawa, Toronto, Edmonton, with Newfoundland & Labrador re-entering a Centre 

for the upcoming year. Toronto is celebrating over 46 years as a Centre, Edmonton joined in 2008 and  Ottawa 
was establish ed in 2009. Each Canadian Centre firstly selects and sends a Rose to represent their area in the 

Regional finals in Ireland in County Laois in June. The selection process includes appearances at various events, 

group and individual interviews, and a final on-stage interview before a large audience and a panel of judges.  
Out of the nearly 70 Centres, only 32 Roses are chosen to co ntinue onto Tralee for the week long final festival in 

August which culminates in a two -night on-stage interview show, filmed bef ore a live audience , and  which is  

broadcast on RTE to over 1 million viewers.  
In 2011, all three young women representing the Canadian Rose Centres were selected to continue onto Tralee.  

Kate Scott represented Ottawa, Aileen Doyle stood for Toronto and T ara Keigher moved forward on behalf of 
Edmonton. All three ladies represented Canada proudly with elegance, grace, and poise.   

Last year, the official Residence of the Ambassador kindly hosted the Ottawa selections and will continue its 

support again this  year.    
 

 

Ottawa is now accepting 

applications.  Hosted by 

CTVôs Michael OôByrne, 

selections will take place at 

the Ambassadorôs Residence 

on Sunday March 11
th

, 2012.  

 

For further information or 

for applications to apply visit 

the Ottawa Centre website at:  

http://www.roseoftralee.ca/co

ntact.php 
 

Edmonton is currently 

accepting applications until 

April 7, 2012. The Rose will 

be selected through the Irish 

Sports and Social Society on 

April 21, 2012.  

 

For further information or 

for applications to apply, 

contact Moira Quirke at: 780-

456-0818 (Cell): 780-887-

2851.  
 

Toronto  is currently 

accepting applications. They 

will be selecting their Rose on 

Friday, April 13th at Atlantis 

(@ Ontario Place).  

 

 

For further information or 

for applications to apply, 

contact Erin Horgan at 905-

621-1355.  

 

Newfoundland & 

Labrador   is now accepting 

applications. They will be selecting 

their Rose on March 16th, 2012.  

For further information contact:   
Cindy Wiggan 

Office 705-503-0303 

Toll Free 1-855-503-0303 

Cell 705-716-7815 
www.newfoundlandroseoftralee.ca  

Email: 

info@newfoundlandroseoftralee.ca 

 

Photo credit: Casey Li 

http://roseoftralee.ie/v5/
http://www.roseoftralee.ca/contact.php
http://www.roseoftralee.ca/contact.php
http://www.newfoundlandroseoftralee.ca/
mailto:info@newfoundlandroseoftralee.ca
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The Shamrock of the West 
Few Irish Canadians in the east or centre of this 
country are aware of the strong historic links between 
the Prairie Province of Alberta and Ireland. In the 
2006 census, 17% of Albertans indicated an Irish 
ethnic linkage, well above the Canadian average of 
14%. Today there are thriving Irish Associations in 

both Edmonton and Calgary, as many of the new Irish 
migrants move to the Wild Rose Province in search of 
jobs and a new life. They are following in the 
footsteps of previous generations.   
It would not be possible to list all those of Irish 
extraction who have helped shape the Province of 
Alberta but the following four are an illustrative list; 

 

Artist Paul Kane 
Regarded as the father of Canadian Art, Paul was born in 

Mallow County Cork. He travelled throughout the west in 
the mid 1840s, including Alberta, painting scenes of Native 
Americans and the rugged scenery. He was sponsored by 
the Hudson Bay Company.  
 
He set out to record the last unspoilt sections of the ñWestò 
where the white manôs influence had not yet spread. His 

sketches and oil paintings depict the last of the old Native 
American civilisation. Kane is probably the most 
reproduced artist in Canadian history. His collections are 
regarded as invaluable original sources of prairie life before 
European colonisation.  He based himself at Fort 
Edmonton, describing one of the earliest Christmas feasts in 
that city in 1847. 

 
His romantic oil paintings, along with the best-selling book 
about his travels influenced domestic and international 
perceptions of North American Aboriginal people into the 
20th century.  
 
Today his pictures of early native life are used to illustrate 
history in books, films and at historic sites.   

 Paul Kane was one of the first "observers" ð as opposed to 
explorer, trapper or surveyor ð to travel the northern fur-
trade route from the Great Lakes to the Pacific Ocean. He 
was also the first Canadian painter to be credited with a 
best-selling book, Wanderings of an Artist Among the 
Indians of North America. Published in London in 1859, 
this popular travelogue has been translated into French, 

Danish and German. 
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Pat Burns 
There is no short narrative which could do justice to the 

larger than life figure of Pat Burns, named by the Calgary 
Herald in 2008 as the greatest citizen in Albertaôs history. Pat 
was born the fourth child of Patrick and Bridget OôByrne in a 
family of 11 children. The family name was changed during 
the naturalisation process to Burns. Pat had very little formal 
schooling but learned a great deal about hard work and 
thriftiness from his Irish parents.  
 

After many adventures in Ontario and Manitoba, he started 
business with a slaughterhouse in Calgary in 1890.  He later 
added packing houses in Edmonton, Prince Albert, 
Vancouver and Regina.  These operations rapidly became the 
most efficient in Canada and one of the biggest integrated 
meat packing operations in the world. 
 

The intrepid Burns also began acquiring large tracks of land 
and moved into ranching in a big way.  In 1912, Pat was one 
of the ñBig Fourò cattlemen who started the Calgary 
Stampede which they dubbed the greatest show on earth. He 
always regarded ranching as his first passion. 
 In the end Burns acquired a ranch the size of Luxembourg. 
Burns held a reputed 700,000 acres (2,800 km2) of land in 

Southern Alberta and it was claimed that he could travel from 
Cochrane to the US border without leaving his land. 
 In 1931 Burns was appointed to the Canadian Senate as a 
representative for Alberta. 
 
He was also the first Canadian to become a Papal knight and 
in 1926 was on the organizing Committee for the Darcy 
McGee centenary celebration dinner at the Chateau Laurier in 

Ottawa.  
 

Caroline Fulham; The Pig 

Lady of Calgary 
It is often been said that Albertans love characters.  

They did not come any more colourful than Irish 
woman Caroline Fulham.  At a time when womenôs 
roles in the west were severely limited, Caroline broke 
every rule of etiquette.  
 
For 15 years from 1889 she brought colour to the streets 
of Calgary. She operated a large pig sty at 612 6th 

Avenue SW. To feed her pigs she collected leftovers 
from all the cityôs fancy hotels.  She was fond of a drop 
of alcohol and frequented the city bars at a time when 
no other woman would enter them. 
 
She regularly was arrested for disorderly conduct, 
drunkenness and fighting. Her tiffs with the local 
constabulary were legendary usually followed by high 

jinks in the local courts. She was always defended by 
the ablest barrister in town, fellow countryman, Patrick 
Nolan, another colourful character in early Calgary. He 
often got her off the charges. Nolan, despite being the 
best lawyer in Calgary and the most expensive, never 
looked for payment for his work on Carolineôs behalf 
but thoroughly enjoyed his ñcircusò style appearances 

before the courts. 
 
She was not known for her hygiene and once a doctor 
noticed her limping. When examining her leg he was 
shocked at the state of it. ñI bet $10 there is no dirtier 
leg in Calgaryò he quipped. Quick as a flash, Caroline 
retorted ñPut out your money and I will show you 

anotherò. He placed his bet only for Caroline to roll up 
her stocking on the other leg and pocket his 10 dollars. 
 
Despite her rugged appearance and coarse language, 
Caroline left Calgary for Vancouver with $30,000, a 
fortune in its day. She was a very astute 
businesswoman.   
 

Maybe she was a forerunner of other Albertan women 
who demanded equality, including Caroline Murphy, 
the first woman magistrate in the British Empire and 
one of the ñfamous fiveò woman who fought the case 
that women were indeed ñqualified personsò for Senate 
appointment. None were ever appointed but today their 
statues stand outside Parliament in Ottawa, the very 

institution they were denied entry. 
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John Palliser 
John Palliser, after whom the Palliser hotel in Calgary is 

called, was a Dublin born and Trinity College educated Irish 
gentleman.  Palliser served in the Waterford militia and later 
went to be sheriff of the county. His first encounter with the 
Canadian west was a hunting trip in 1847. He later wrote the 
book, ñSolitary Rambles and Adventures of a Hunter in the 
Prairiesò about his experiences.   
 
Palliser fell deeply under the spell of the frontier and after 

much lobbying was appointed leader of the British North 
American Exploring Expedition which set about exploring and 
charting vast areas of new territory in what was then called 
Rupertôs land, including much of Alberta. The expedition 
lasted from 1857-1861 which several interruptions. 
Palliser was a genial and effective expedition leader which 
included several strong personalities. He managed to delineate 

the boundary between British North America and the United 
States from Lake Superior to the Pacific coast, no mean feat.  
He was greatly assisted on the expedition by fellow 
countryman, John Sullivan who also was a renowned 
mathematician and assistant master of the nautical school at 
Greenwich. 
 

While there is no doubting the prodigious amount of material 
the expedition produced, Palliser certainly enjoyed his 
comforts. The total cost of the expedition was £13,000 a huge 
sum at the time. The cost was greatly inflated by Palliserôs 
penchant for throwing extravagant balls at the various 
outposts, including a famous one in Edmonton, the likes of 
which the west had never seen before. 
 

He returned to Britain and presented his findings to the British 
Parliament.  His reports were regarded as instrumental in 
ending the Hudson Bay Companyôs monopoly which 
happened with the Deed of Surrender in 1869. He is also 
regarded as the man who opened up the Canadian west to 
settlement. 
 

Palliser retired to Waterford where he died in 1887. He is 
buried in the graveyard of Comeragh Church, Briska, 
Kilmacthomas; County Waterford. Subsequently the Albertan 
Government placed a plaque on his grave in commemoration 
of his achievements. 
Apart from the Fairmont Palliser Hotel and the neighbourhood 
of Palliser in Calgary,  the Palliser Range and Palliser 
Formation in the Rockies are named after him.  He certainly 

left his mark on the map of Alberta.  
 

 

A Highlight of Irish 

Groups and 

Organisations in Alberta: 
 

Ireland Canada Centre for Commerce 
http://www.iccccal.com/upcomingevents/may26_2011/may

26_2011.htm 

Irish Cultural Society of Calgary 
http://www.calgaryics.org/ 
Liffey Players Drama Society 
http://liffeyplayers.com/ 
Calgary Canadian Irish Athletic Club  
http://www.calgaryirish.ca/league.php?scriptName=HOME

&leagueID=5960 

Calgary Chieftains GAA Club 
http://www.calgary.gaa.ie/home/who-are-the-chieftains 
Western Canada Divisional Board 
http://canada.gaa.ie/home/schools-scene 

Ireland-Canada Chamber of Commerce 

Edmonton 

http://iccced.com/ 
Edmonton Wolf Tones GAA 
http://www.edmontongaa.com/ 
Edmonton Irish Sports and Social Society 
http://edmontonirishclub.ca/ 

Edmonton Leprechaun Tigers Rugby Club 
http://www.ltrugby.com/league.php?scriptName=HOME&l
eagueID=7586 

Red Deer Eire Ogs GAA 
https://sites.google.com/a/gaa.ie/red-deer-eire-og-gaa-

canada/ 

Fort McMurry Shamrocks GAA  
http://www.canada.gaa.ie/club-news-

1/fortmcmurrayshamrocks 
 

 

 

 


